Our Lady of Joy Parish

Reflecting on God’s Word
Can one “fathom” a mystery? “Fathom” derives from an Old English word meaning “outstretched arms;” eventually it referred to
the length from fingertip to fingertip of arms opened wide. As a verb, it means to probe or penetrate in order to understand. Granting the impossibility of ever coming to fathom the Resurrection fully, I like the image of trying to reach out and put my arms
around this great mystery—or, better yet, to have the risen Christ put his outstretched arms around me, drawing me into it more
fully. Which brings us to Thomas. He is the original person who tried to fathom the risen Christ, insisting that if his friends in
the upper room wanted him to believe what he could only think of as nonsense, he needed to touch the wounds of the risen Lord.
Jesus didn’t seem to have much of a problem letting him. We never learn whether Thomas did touch Jesus or not, but every
second Sunday of Easter we are told this story about Thomas and the risen Lord. It encourages us to fathom the mystery that is
our faith, to learn to penetrate it by confessing Jesus as Lord and God, then allow this belief to flow out into our daily activities,
reaching out to embrace others. Don’t you think when Thomas left the upper room that day he knew that the Resurrection was
not something to keep to himself? That his whole being was filled with the warmth and light absorbed from being in the presence
of the risen Lord? Is it possible that this can happen to us? — James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

From the Pastor

April 9 - April 15, 2018
MONDAY
• Weekday Mass - 8:30am
• CCD - 4:30pm
• CCD - 6:30pm

◄

TUESDAY
• Weekday Mass - 8:30am
• Prayer Shawl - 9am
• CCD - 4:30pm
• CCD - 6:30pm
• Lectio Divina - 7pm

◄

WEDNESDAY
• Weekday Mass - 8:30am
• Youth Chorale - 6pm
• Chorale - 7pm
• Bereavement - 7pm

◄

THURSDAY
◄
• Weekday Mass - 12 Noon
• Holy Hour - 12:30pm
• S.O.S. - Penn Hills Lawn & Garden - Container Gardens - 1pm
• Adoration & Divine Mercy - 3pm
FRIDAY
• Weekday Mass - 8:30am

◄

SATURDAY
◄
• First Communion Retreat - 9am
• Sacrament of Penance - 5pm 5:30pm
• Vigil Mass - 6pm
SUNDAY
◄
Third Sunday of Easter
• Sunday Masses - 8:30am, 10am
and 12 Noon
• YM - 7pm
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Today is the Second Sunday of Easter, also known as Divine Mercy Sunday.
Of course we are in the Easter Season for a period of 50 days until the 50th
Day of THE EASTER SEASON, KNOWN AS Pentecost. I DO NOT WANT TO
FORGET TO THANK ALL OF THOSE WHO HELPED TO MAKE HOLY WEEK
SO SPECIAL. I start with the environment committee (who made the parish
look so beautiful), the Music Ministry, lectors, ushers, servers and all of you.
Our readings today reflect this special time
telling of appearances of the Risen Lord. In
one appearance Thomas the Apostle is
absent. He says he will not believe that the
Lord has risen unless he sees the marks of
Jesus’ nails in His hands or puts his hands
into Jesus’ side. On the next visit from Jesus Thomas was present and he believed.
Jesus said though BLESSED ARE THOSE
WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND WHO HAVE
BELIEVED. Jesus showed Thomas
‘DIVINE MERCY’, and He shows us that
same mercy if we turn back from sin and
believe. Today we remember the apparitions of Jesus to St. Faustina, when Jesus told her to have commissioned a
painting of His Divine Mercy. We are so grateful to the Lord for his gentle love
and mercy shown to each of us. We will have a holy hour this afternoon for
Divine Mercy from 2:30-3:30pm. At 3pm we will have the chaplet of Divine
Mercy followed by Benediction. We hope to see you there. Also at 12 noon
mass today we will have our final FIRE MASS of the CCD year, followed by a
picnic style luncheon right after mass in the hall—or if it is nice we may have it
outside. I hope you can attend. God bless you all and let us continue to rejoice
in God’s saving mercy and love for us all, and in His Glorious Resurrection,
ALLELUIA. Fr. Al Zapf+

SO THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE
▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼
It is not often that the author of one of the books of the Bible comes right out
and tells us directly why he is writing what he is writing. In this Sunday’s Gospel reading, taken from the conclusion of John’s Gospel, the author tells us
that he has chosen to record these events so “that you may come to believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that through this belief you may
have life in his name” (20:31). The letter of John echoes this idea by saying
that “[everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God” (5:1)
—what we might refer to as being “born again.” Our reading from the Acts of
the Apostles for this Second Sunday of Easter shows us exactly what it looks
like when believers are born again through faith.
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼
Sometimes children acquire nicknames in childhood that stalk them through
adulthood: “Pinky,” “Boo-boo,” and the like. This Sunday was once called “Low
Sunday,” a step down from Easter glory, and an unfortunate nickname since
Easter rejoicing goes on for fifty days. Traditionally this is the day when the
newly baptized put away their white baptismal robes and returned to their everyday life after a week of intense celebration. Of course, the goal was to take
up everyday duties with a very new point of view.
A long title for the day
was Dominica in albis deposito, or “The Lord’s Day for Putting Away the Albs,”
so no wonder the nickname “Low Sunday” arose. In the old calendar it was
also called “Quasimodo Sunday,” after the first word of the opening chant,
Quasimodo geniti infantes, or “As newborn infants,” a reference to the newly
baptized taken from the Epistle of Peter. Victor Hugo’s bell-ringing hero in The
Hunchback of Notre Dame was abandoned as an infant on the threshold of the
cathedral of Paris on Low Sunday, 1467, and named “Quasimodo” for the
feast.

PARISH NEWS

Our Lady of Joy
SOS Ministry
1. Faith in Action (FIA)
Patricia Kline - 412-468-0296
FIA Office - 724-327-3353
2. Senior and Caregiver Services
Carl Vitalbo - 412-798-9147
Barb Manganello - 412-795-9753
Barb Kelly - 724-327-3996
3. Social Services
Beth Harkay - 724-327-1178
4. Seminar/Information Sessions
Kathy Ballina - 412-795-4717
5. Legal Information Services
John Fullen - 724-327-6014

▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼

Are you an Adult Who is Interested in Becoming Catholic?
•

Are you baptized Catholic and have never
received your 1st Communion?
• Are you baptized in a different Christian Faith
and want to become Catholic?
• Are you Un-baptized and wish to become
Catholic?
If you answered yes to any of these questions,
you are a candidate for R.C.I.A. or Rites of Christian Initiation for Adults. If you would like to know
more you may call the rectory or fill out the form below and mail it to Our Lady
of Joy Parish or put it in an envelope in the collection basket.

Name________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
Phone # ______________________________________________
Baptized Catholic___ Baptized in another Faith ___Un-Baptized___

Pre-Marriage Class
Our next weekend for our Marriage Preparation Program will be May 4 & 5,
2018. Couples must attend both the Friday evening session from 7pm until
10:15pm and the Saturday morning session from 9am until 1pm to complete
the diocesan requirements for marriage instruction. Call 412-795-3388 to register.

Today’s Readings
First Reading — The community of
believers was of one heart and mind
(Acts 4:32-35).
Psalm — Give thanks to the Lord for
he is good, his love is everlasting
(Psalm 118).
Second Reading — Everyone who
believes that Jesus is the Christ is
begotten by God (1 John 5:1-6).
Gospel — The risen Christ comes to
his disciples with peace and the Spirit.
(John 20:19-31).

Readings for the Week
Monday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:711; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5;
Jn 3:7b-15
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9;
Jn 3:16-21
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9,
17-20; Jn 3:31-36

Pre-Baptism Class

Friday: Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 1314; Jn 6:1-15

A class is required for any new parent(s) wishing to have their baby baptized at
Our Lady of Joy Parish. The class will be offered at 7pm in the Father
Marchukonis Hall on May 2, 2018. Call 412-795-3388 to register.

Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5,
18-19; Jn 6:16-21

DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH ABUSE HOTLINE - 1-888-808-1235
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (OR SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY)

Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4:2,
4, 7-9;1 Jn 2:1-5a; Lk 24:35-48
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This Week’s
Priest’s Private Mass Intentions
Monday - April 9
8:30 am Martha Kucharczyk
(Marie & John Fischer)
Tuesday - April 10
8:30 am Mary Pilston
(Barbara & Kent Badger)
Wednesday - April 11
8:30 am Alice Keally
(Anna & Nick Salemi)
Thursday - April 12
12 Noon Adella & Fred Derringer
(Niece, Dolores Sowinski)
Friday - April 13
8:30 am Michael Kalinowski
(Josephine & Carol
Jackson)
Saturday - April 14
6:00 pm Antoinette Kulik
(Daughter, Marcia Chill)
Sunday - April 15
8:30 am Doris Kraus
(Mary Lou & Drew
Van Orden)
10:00 am John Jessel
(Linda, Russ, Nancy
and Pete)
12 Noon Living Intention for the
Birthday of Father Al
(Holy Name Society)

Our Lady of Joy Men’s Retreat
A retreat is a special moment to step back from the demands and challenges
of daily life. It is an opportunity to rest; to gain perspective; to slow down. A
retreat is a precious opportunity to renew faith; to experience the loving presence of God; to seek the wisdom so necessary for good daily living. The OUR
LADY OF JOY Men's retreat will be at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center on
April 20-21-22. ALL men in the parish are welcome to this spiritual and relaxing
weekend. Call Dennis Boles, Promoter, 724 327-5040 or Larry Howard, 412
704-7093, with any questions. Be good to yourself; seek the refreshment and
renewal of heart, mind and spirit that comes from making a retreat!

Living Stations of the Cross
Thank you for joining the youth of our parish for the
Living Stations of the Cross. Our CCD youth presented a very beautiful and special prayer experience
for all of us and we thank all of them for participating.
This beloved devotion helped us engage more fully
and prayerfully in the sorrows and suffering of our
Lord. All food and financial donations were made to
the Plum Food Pantry and we thank you for your
generous Lenten Almsgiving. God Bless, and may
you have a joyous Easter Season.

The Holy Name Society
The Holy Name Society collects non-perishable food for the Plum Food Bank.
Please leave your donations in the church vestibule and they will be gathered
and taken to the Plum Food Bank every weekend. Thank you for your generosity! The Holy Name Society will have its next scheduled meeting on Sunday
April 8th in room 2 of the Father Marchukonis Hall following the noon Mass.
Any catholic man or woman over the age of 18 is welcome to attend. Hope to
see you there.

Up-Coming S.O.S. Seminar
Penn Hills Lawn & Garden
Thursday, April 12 at 1pm in the Father Marchukonis Hall. Join us for a demonstration on container gardening. This can be practical as well as aesthetically
pleasing. On top of flowers and foliage, you can plant vegetables like tomatoes, carrots and herbs into containers and add a little homegrown flavor to
dinner.

Essential Oils

Sanctuary Candle
The Sanctuary Candle burns In Honor
of the Blessed Sacrament and In Loving Memory of Albert John Pollen.
Requested by Carole Peticca Pollen
Schafer.

2018
Parish Share Total
$68,058.00
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PARISH NEWS
▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼

Tuesday, May 15 at 1pm in the Father
Marchukonis Hall Mary Ann Brown
Health & Wellness Advocate for
doTERRA Essential Oils - Essential
oils are powerful plant extracts--Learn how their use can improve
overall health, decrease pain, help
with stress reduction,
moods, emotions & sleep, releasing weight naturally, addiction recovery, detox & renew, clear & vibrant skin,
healthy immune function and more. All classes are free and will be held at
Our Lady of Joy Parish, 2000 O’Block Rd, Plum Borough in the Father
Marchukonis Hall. Light refreshments will be served. Although not necessary to
RSVP it does help with planning. Call Kathy at 412-310-1490 Or email
kakb5101@gmail.com
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ministry. The teaching material is already mapped out for
CCD / RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼ you with lesson plans, activities and crafts. We pray you
consider helping out with this special ministry
FIRE Mass: 12:00 Noon, April 8

CCD Sessions: April 9,10

April 16,17 - Last Sessions
First Communion Class Retreat
Saturday, April 14 begins at 9:00am until 12:00 all Second
Grade students will meet in the Church. A parent or grandparent must attend with their child. Instructions will be
given for reception of First Communion. Religious articles
will be blessed. A snack will be provided.

FIRE Mass
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
FAMILY INTERGENERATIONAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION will be celebrated at 12:00 Mass on April 8. All parishioners are invited to join us after 12:00 Mass for an indoor picnic in the Father Marchukonis Hall.
This as all FIRE Masses is a part of the CCD sessions.
The last 2 weeks of CCD are the weeks of April 9 and
April 16.

NEWS ELSEWHERE

▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼

Human Trafficking
St. Bernadette Church in Monroeville, in partnership with
the Monroeville Interfaith Ministerium, will sponsor a program called "Human Trafficking: Helping Victims Reclaim
Their Lives" on Thursday, April 12, from 7-9 p.m., at the St.
Bernadette Lourdes Center, 245 Azalea Drive, Monroeville.
Guest presenter will be Sherrill Rudy of Living in Liberty, a
local nonprofit that assists trafficking victims. There is no
charge for admission, but attendees may make monetary or
in-kind contributions that evening to Living in Liberty. For
more information, including a list of items that are being
collected, visit the parish website at www.stbpitt.com.

The 2018 Diocesan Choral Festival

presented by the Pittsburgh Chapter of National Pastoral Musicians
Association (NPM Pittsburgh) will
Sunday, April 8th is also Divine Mercy Sunday. Following
take place on Tuesday, May 15,
the meal at 2:30pm Eucharistic Adoration will be celebrated 2018 at 7:30pm at St. Bernard Parin the church. Come join the Parish family to celebrate Diish, located on Washington Road in
vine Mercy Sunday, the eighth day within the Octave of
Mt. Lebanon. Over 100 choristers
Easter.
from around the Diocese will comprise the Festival Choir and be under the direction of Dr.
Caron Daly, Director of Choral Activities, Duquesne UniverThe First Communion Mass
First Communion Mass will take place on Sunday, April 22 sity. Chaz Bowers, Director of Music Ministries at St. Bernard Parish will serve as accompanist. Admission is FREE.
at 12:00 noon. Please pray for all the students as you reDonations of non-perishable food items for the Food Bank,
flect on your own First Communion with gratitude.
and tube socks for the homeless will gladly be accepted.
For more information, please visit the NPMPGH website:
CCD Students: Registration 2018-19
www.npmpgh.org. All are welcome!
If your child is new to the CCD program you may register
by stopping in the Religious Education Office to fill out
Are You Called to Serve?
forms. All new registrations need to be registered members of the parish, will need a copy of the child’s baptismal Deacons are ordained to serve the Church and the needs
of its people in imitation of Jesus, who came not to be
certificate if not baptized at Our Lady of Joy, will need to
complete the form choosing your child’s class time and day, served but to serve. The Diocese of Pittsburgh is initiating
the nomination and application process for admitting a new
fill out an emergency contact form and new registration
class of interested and qualified men from diocesan parform.
ishes into the Deacon Formation Program. Questions may
be directed to deacons@diopitt.org or 412-456-3124. For
If your child is returning next year please turn in your updated Registration papers which were handed out at CCD. more information: www.diopitt.org/permanent-diaconate.
These papers are required so your child has a space in the
Interested in Becoming a Deacon?
CCD program.
The Diocese of Pittsburgh is initiating the nomination and
If you have any questions please call the Religious Educa- application process for admitting a new class of interested
tion Office at 412-795-4389.
and qualified men from diocesan parishes into the Deacon
Formation Program. Prospective applicants should consult
Appeal for Catechists/Aides/ Fall 2018
their pastor about submitting a nomination on their behalf.
It is not too soon to consider volunteering for the Fall of
The deadline for nominations is May 15, Applications with2018 to help as a CCD aide or catechist. Do you have a
out a pastor’s nomination will not be considered. Questions
want/knack to work with children? Are you kind and commay be directed to deacons@diopitt.org or 412-456-3124.
passionate? Consider calling the Religious Education OfInformation: www.diopitt.org/permanent-diaconate.
fice at 412-795-4389 to become a part of this educational
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (OR SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY)
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